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1.  DATE 

X LOCATION 

1 Oct  55 

Shelby,  Iowa 

9.  DATE-TIME  GROUP 

4*  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

local 

XEI  Gmunf-Vltssl 

O GrsiMf'Roftr 

«T  “/«* 

□ Ait- Vi  wtl 

P Afr-lntarcapt  Rofor 

S.  PHOTOS 

4.  SOURCE 

□ Y** 

0 M» 

civilian  (GOC) 

7.  LENGTH  OP  OS**  RV  AT  ION 

X NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS  | 

f.  COURSE 

l^r  hours 

6 

S to  N 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SIGHTING 

II.  COMMENTS 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 

SfcX  Wa«  Balloon 
O Probably  Bdteofi 
□ PoiiiUy  Bdllooii 


□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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Was  Aircraft 
Probably  Aircraft 
Possibly  Aircraft 

Was  Astronomico! 

Probably  Astronomical 
Possibly  Astronomical 

Othof . 

In  sufficient  Dots  far  Evaluation 
Unknown 


Hound,  Sisk,  white , two  small  parachute*, 
dropped  no  sound,  observers  thought  they  heard 
a/c,  then  saw  objs.  Faded  In  and  out  of 
sight.  SEE  CASE  FILE. 


Primary  obj  balloon,  v/p&ckage  recovered 
Multiple  sighting 
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I . CONTENT 


PART  f NIC : Dnscrijition  of  sighting  by  Mina  Mcrva  ^"rr,  Box  154,  She 
end  wlno  Janet  V.’ol penhuch,  Pox  47,  Sholby,  Iowa.  Occupation  - Student. a 
hoty  clrln  35;  Cn  duty  as  GOC  observers. 


upplemcntary  Invest i^ative  forts 


PART  THKREi  Comments  of  Preparing  Off loop 


I.  SUMMARY;  tin  Identified  flying  objects  wore  sighted  by  two  (2)  obrcrv^rc  at  GOC 
obrcrv’rs  post  at  Shelby,  Iowa  (GKOIIEF  F.ltflt  3331) • Objects  initially  observed  at 
$l2ro;Z  Cct  55,  for  a period  of  on'-:  nhd  ri  b'.lf  minutes,  Other  objects  wore  obrer 
ed  for  short  pnried3  cf  tlm  over  a period'  rf  rno  end  a half  hours.  The  observers 
were  Mina  and  Hiss  , njys  - 15,  Ceeupo.tl.cn  - nt.rdemts, 

Shelby,  Iowa.  The  follow-up  investigation  conslnberi  rf  n mare  thorough  Interview 
of  the  observers  and  e eh^ck  of  other  pan-ible  rjcreeo  of  activity  In  the  area  on 
that  date,  ; 1 ! 
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SOURCES I 


a)  Mi S3 

b)  Mies 

Address 


, Shelby,  Iowa 
She  1 by,  leva 


Age:  a)  15 

b)  15 


Occupation:  a)  Student 

b)  Student 

Education:  a)  1st  year  h5gh  school 

b^  1st  year  high  school 

Qualifications:  GOT  Observers  (approximately  5 months) 

II.  RELIABILITY:  Both  SOUTINES  seemed  very  sincere  and  very  cooperative  to  the 

investigator.  Both  told  identical  stories  of  what  they  had  observed.  Mias  Farr 
stated  that  aha  believed  in  objects  from  outer  space.  Their  school  teacher  (also  > 
a GCC  observer)  was  queried  on  the  reliability  o^both  girls  and  stated  that  Mias 

a a "very  mature  and  level  headed  girl"  bat  that 

Definite  emphasis  must  be 
placed  on  the  age  and  inexperience  of  both  SOURCES  when  evaluating  their  descriptions 
of  the  eightlnga.  * 

a* 

III.  SOURCES*  DESCRIPTION  OF  SIGHTING;  All  objects  were  spherical  lit  shape  and 
appeared  the  size  of  a quarter  held  at  arms  length.  Objects  were  observed  with  the 
naked  eye  and  through  binoculars.  There  were  no  changes  in  characteristics  when 
objects  were  observed  through  binoculars.  Objects  appeared  to  be  made  of  some  shiny, 
silver  material. 

The  first  object  seen  had  a slightly  whirling  motion  and  moved  from  SW  to  NV. 
YJhen  object  waa  to  the  NW  of  observation  point  it  apieared  to  divide  into  two  separate 
spherical  objects  and  one  object  appeared  to  drop  a parachute.  The  parachute  fell 
only  a short  distance  and  then  all  three' objects  disappeared  abruptly  in  the  sky. 

This  incident  happened  in  a period  of  about  ore  and  a half  minutes.  Through  the  next 
one  and  half  hours  five  other  objects  were  bserved  having  the  same  general  direction 
and  characteristics  as  the  firct.  Er.r.h  me  of  these  wca  observed  for  about  the  same 
length  of  time  (one  and  a half  minutes).  No  ether  object  except  the  first  seemed 
to  divide  or  drop  a parachute.  AIT  .loots  disappeared  In  the  sky  very  abruptly. 
Although  SPURGES  could  not  give  the  aititude  cf  object?  they  stated  that  none  ever 
came  rear  the  horizon.  The  vftj; tk ■ ■ wrs  o’  nr  w*  “h  re  clouds  present.  Temperature 
warm,  wind  liqfct.  Mo  cevna  v ..  eor.  piu:  : v:‘  . .he  .Ljaets  #ina  no  trail  or  exhaust 
was  noted.  All  objects  apm  ied  ir  '■  i *: ■*  • ‘ * frr**‘d  em.H  not  be  determined). 
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1.  Inquiries  were  made  of  farmers  around  the  area  In  an  effort  to  find  a 
parachute.  It  was  learned  that  one  had  been  found  on  2 Oat  55  by  a farmer's  son. 

Re  was  located  and  the  parachute  obtained.  The  boy  stated  he  had  found  the  chute  in 
a nearby  field  (about  three  and  a half  miles  NE  of  GOC  observation  point).  The 
parachute  was  of  paper  and  had  radiosonde  attached  to  It.  J It  was  definitely  identified 
aa  the  type  being  used  on  ordinary  weather  balloons. 

2.  Winds  aloft  for  tha  Omaha,  Nebraska  area  were  checked  and  found  to  be 

20  to  25  knots  at  5000  feeL  from  250  degrees,  at  10000  feAt  270  degrees  25  to  30  knots 
Surface  winds  were  light  at  about  5 to  10  knots.  The  winds  were  the  same  direction 
and  velocity  for  about  24- hours.  I 

a m * m “ 1* 

* * e # , * I 

3.  A check  of  the  GOC  aircraft  log  showed  a total  of  five  planes  in  area  from 
0121552  Oct  55  to  012315Z  Oot  55*  The  five  planes  were  identified  as  three  single 
engine,  one  twin  engine  and  one  multi-engine.  Altitudes  varied  from  low  to  very  high. 


4.  A flight  of  two  flghteer  interceptors  were  dispatched  from  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
GEOREF  FJJN  3730,  They  were  airborne  at  0123452  Oct  55  and  checked  the  area  around 
Shelby,  Iowa  at  an.  altitude  of  1400  feet.  They  reported  seeing  nothing  unusual. 
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CO^TREfTS  of  Prop?.i"  !n-'  ?rf icor 


1,  In  the  opinion  of  th*  Pro  o-ui*J  v.^  t ff ’rer,  l\ . : .■  z*-\ . v.  ;v . %■:•  v / -'tnbly  cause*! 
by  a Radiosonde  uaathor  balloon  for  'be-  foT  ’Lr.v . m,  mar.  *n/, : 


a.  The  recovery  of  tV.s  p;  raoV.it  a r r.;l  R-J  julr-acht  IorJ  nil^ly 

establishes  the  fact  that  tha  fir?: I object  sighted  me  ver. Wicr  Oil lorn. 

ft 

b.  What  apparently  happened  vos  that  t*. a balloon  (pro Viably  released  from 
Weather  Station  at  (Trisha,  I.'eLr.  GSOiiKf  FJi.M  O/.'.T)  troweled  up  tc  s fairly  high 
altitude  and  instead  of  exploding,  as  they  aerially  Jo,  it  developed  a leak  ar.d 
descended  again  with  the  parachute  ar.d  Pari  i os^riuc  CfUiptr.ent  still  attached.  When 
balloon  had  become  deflated  enough  it  probably  released  the  parachute  with  equipment. 
This  o.bviously  made  the  balloon  that  much  lighter  and  caused  it  to  rise  again*  Since 
air  was  still  escaping  from  balloon  it  probably  descended  again.  This  may  account 

for  the  additional  sightings  observed  after  the  parachute  vies  seen. 

# 

e*  The  shiny,  silver  appearance  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  these 
balloons  are  white  in  color  and  with  the  reflection  of  the  sun  in  the  late  afternoon 
it  could  possibly  given  off  a silvery  appearance. 

d*  It  must  be  pointed  cut  that  although  tha  above  hypothesis  may  render 
some  explanation  of  the  sighting,  it  ,i3  dif i icult  to  determine  or  explain  how  this 
balloon  always  returned  to  tha  SW  before  it  was  observed  again  and  then  abruptly 
disappeared  into  obscurity  in  the  f/W. 

M-  i I *•  -^-if  * ■ - 

a 

e,  A definite  factor  to  be  remembered  is  the  age  *>nd  inexperience  of  the 
observers.  The  Idea  of  having  seen  the  initial  sighting  and  subsequent  release  of 
the  parachute  may  possibly  have  stimulated  imagination,  which  resulted  in  seeing  and 
reporting  more  than  was  actually  there.  * - 


NAriS  BIScHOFS 
Captain  USAF 
AC  1C 


COMMENTS  of  Approving  Officer: 

Concur  with  the  opinion  of  the  Preparing  Officer  that  the  recovery  of  the 
parachute  and  radiosonde  equipment  definitely  establishes  that  the  first  sighting 
was  generated  by  a radiosonde  type  weather  balloon.  Subsequent  sightings  can 
possibly  be  attributed  to  aircraft  known  to  be  in  the  area  of  the  sighting  and  the 
nontechnical  background  of  the  observers.  r\ 
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intelligence,  usaf 


